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Latino Life is a list of recent books concerning 
the Latino experience, and is published as part 
of the Boston Public Library’s observance of 
Hispanic Heritage Month each year. 
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BIOGRAPHY 


Autobiography of My Hungers 

by Rigoberto Gonzalez 

Sensitive poetry and prose snapshots 
explore the yearnings of his boyhood, 
adolescence, and coming of age as 

a gay Mexican-American man. 
PS3557.04695 246 2013 


Bird of Paradise: 

How | Became Latina 

by Raquel Cepeda 

The Dominican-American journalist 
searches for her roots and uncovers 
surprising truths about her family’s 
origins, while examining Americans’ 
often erroneous conceptions of race 
and ethnicity. 

CT275.C383 A3 2013 


Bolivar: American Liberator 

by Marie Arana 

A vivid biography of the brilliant, 
charismatic, and heroic general who 
led the epic struggle to expel imperial 
Spain from South America. 

F2235.3 .A876 2013 


+ Chasing the Sun 
by Juanes 
The Colombian guitarist and 
humanitarian shares the influences 
and deep spiritual devotion that led 
to his status as a Grammy-winning 
international superstar. Generously 
illustrated. 
ML420.J84 A3 2013 


* The Distance between Us: 
+A Memoir 


by Reyna Grande 

Poverty and the search for a better life 
across the border shattered her Mexican 
family in this searing story of trauma, 
chaos, and finally, inspiration. ' 

E184.M5 G665 2012 


Full of Heart: My Story of Survival, 
Strength, and Spirit 

by J. R. Martinez 

With humility and humor, the Salvadoran- 
American tells of his grueling road back 
from disfiguring wounds in the Iraq war 
to his unexpected career as an actor. 
UB363 .M36 2012 


+ I’m Not Gonna Lie, and Other Lies 


You Tell When You Turn 50 

by George Lopez, with Alan Eisenstock 
The comedian gives his personal 

view of aging, with observations on — 
everything from hair dye to dating to 
golf, while detailing his struggle with 
kidney disease. 

PN2287.L633 A3 2013 


+ My Beloved World 


by Sonia Sotomayor 

This heartfelt autobiography tells 

the story of a girl from the Bronx 
projects who, with self-reliance and 
determination, became the first Hispanic 
appointed to the Supreme Court. 
KF8745.S67 A3 2013 





+ Rita Moreno: A Memoir 
by Rita Moreno 
This candid autobiography by the 
Oscar-winning actress, most famously 
known as West Side Story’s “Anita? 
also reveals intimate glimpses of 
Hollywood's biggest stars of 
the 1950s. 
PN2287.M6996 A3 2013 


+ Unbreakable: My Story, My Way: 
A Memoir 
by Jenni Rivera 
Vocalist, songwriter, mother, actress, 
diva — the Mexican-American icon 


who was the most successful Spanish- 


language singer in the U.S. tells her 
story in frank and inspiring detail. 
ML420.R653 A3 2013x 


EXPRESSIONS 


The Art of Brazilian Cooking 

by Sandra Cuza 

Regional dishes with African, 
Portuguese, and Indian influences, 
as well as modern cuisine from Sao 
Paulo, are featured in these recipes 
designed for American cooks. 
TX716.B6 C89 2012 


Hugo Ortega’s Street Food 

of Mexico 

by Hugo Ortega with Ruben Ortega 
Tacos, cocteles, ceviches, and dulces: 
The award-winning chef shares his 
favorite recipes of comida callejera. 
TX716 .M4077 2012 


+ Latin D’Lite: Delicious Latin 


* 


Recipes with a Healthy Twist 

by Ingrid Hoffmann 

The host of Delicioso on Univision 
and Simply Delicioso on The Cooking 
Channel offers her tips for creating 
lighter meals packed with bold flavors. 
TX716.A1 H613 2013 


The Latin Road Home: 

Savoring the Foods of Ecuador, 
Spain, Cuba, Mexico, and Peru 

by Jose Garces 

The 2010 winner of The Food Network’s 
The Next Iron Chef presents his best 
recipes from these five countries. 
TX716.A1 G373 201 2x 


Lola Alvarez Bravo: 

And the Photography of an Era 

by Lola Alvarez Bravo 

This retrospective spanning the Mexican 
photographer's 50-year career features 
black and white portraits of fellow 
artists and images of street life and 

the indigenous poor. 

TR140.A45 A41 201 2x 


Looking Out, Looking In: 
Anthology of Latino Poetry 

edited by William Luis 

This compilation includes more than 
80 poems by Puerto Rican, Dominican, 
Mexican, and Cuban Americans from 
the last 60 years. 

PS591.H58 L66 2012 


appropriate for teens 
+ available in Spanish or bilingual 





Los Restos de la Revolucion 

by Kevin Kunishi 

Color photographs of northern 
Nicaragua taken in the late 2000s 
focus on the survivors and remnants 
of the Sandinista-Contra War. 
TR820.5 .K86 201 2x 


Muy Bueno: Three Generations 

of Authentic Mexican Flavor 

by Yvette Marquez-Sharpnack, Veronica 
Gonzalez-Smith, Evangelina Soza 

The cookbook includes more than 100 
recipes from three distinct categories: 
old-world northern Mexican cuisine, 
south of the border home-style dishes, 
and Latin fusion. 

TX716.M4 M374 2012 


Planet Taco: A Global History 

of Mexican Food 

by Jeffrey M. Pilcher 

Pilcher traces the origins and 
evolution of Mexican food from 
indigenous people’s domestication of 
maize to the taco shells first created 
in the United States. 

TX716.M4 P543 2012 


+ The Unknown University 
by Roberto Bolafio 
Primarily known for his fiction, the 
Chilean author also wrote poetry; 
all his poems are collected in this one 
volume, in both English and Spanish. 
PQ8098.12.038 A2 2013 


HISTORY & 
CONTEMPORARY 
ISSUES | 


Almost Home: A Brazilian 
American’s Reflections on Faith, 
Culture, and Immigration 

by H. B. Cavalcanti | 
Cavalcanti reflects on his life as 

an immigrant and the complex reasons 
why people decide to leave their native 
countries despite the costs involved. 
E184.B68 C38 2012 


Bilingual Is Better: Two Latina 
Moms on How the Bilingual 
Parenting Revolution Is Changing 
the Face of America 

by Ana L. Flores & Roxana A. Soto 

The authors of the blog SpanglishBaby 
explain the benefits and processes 

of raising children to be multicultural. 
P115.2 .F66 201 2x 


Brazil Ils the New America: 

How Brazil Offers Upward Mobility 
in a Collapsing World 

by James Dale Davidson 

The Brazilian economy grew as the 

U.S. economy shrank. The country has 
plentiful natural resources, a young 
population, and a bright economic future. 
HC187 .D38 2012 





The Fight to Save Juarez: 

Life in the Heart of Mexico’s 
Drug War 

by Ricardo C. Ainslie 

The history of violence in Juarez is 
examined through the eyes of the 
mayor, a cartel member's mistress, 
a photojournalist, and a human 
rights activist. 

HV5840.M42 C5822 2013 


The Fire Next Door: 

Mexico’s Drug Violence and 

the Danger to America 

by Ted Galen Carpenter 

The U.S. war on drugs has not lessened 
the flow from Mexico. The author argues 
that legalizing drugs would defund 
cartels and destroy them. 

HV5840.M4 C367 2012 


From Coveralls to Zoot Suits: 
The Lives of Mexican American 
Women on the World War I! 
Home Front 

by Elizabeth R. Escobedo 

During World War Il new employment 
opportunities were created and attitudes 
about race changed, giving Mexican- 
American women more control over 
their lives. 

F869.L89 M5156 2013 


* 


A Journey Around Our America: 

A Memoir on Cycling, Immigration, 
and the Latinoization of the U.S. 

by Louis G. Mendoza 

In 2007, Mendoza bicycled 8,500 

miles around the entire perimeter of 

the country talking to people about 
their experiences with immigration 

and immigrants. 

E184.575 M454 2012 


Killing the American Dream: 

How Anti-lmmigration Extremists 
Are Destroying the Nation 

by Pilar Marrero 

Marrero documents how recent anti- 
immigration legislation and increasingly 
hostile public attitudes towards 
immigrants are detrimental to the U.S. 
economy and everyone’s civil rights. 
JV6483 .M2995 2012 


Midnight in Mexico: A Reporter’s 
Journey Through a Country’s 
Descent into the Darkness 

by Alfredo Corchado 

Upon hearing of a death threat from 
the Zeta drug cartel, Mexican-American 
Corchado chose to investigate rather 
than flee to the U.S. 

HV5840.M4 C67 2013 


appropriate for teens 
+ available in Spanish 





State Out of the Union: 

Arizona and the Final Showdown 
over the American Dream 

by Jeff Biggers 


Arizona, a historically conservative state, 


passed anti-immigration legislation that 
challenges federal authority, but shifting 
demographics are increasingly exerting 
influence on the politics of the region. 
JK8216. B54 2012 


FICTION 


+ Adam in Eden 
by Carlos Fuentes 
A respected Mexican businessman 
is living the idyllic life, but things are 
about to change. 


American Tropic 

by Thomas Sanchez 

Luz, a police detective, searches for . 

a serial killer with an ecological agenda 
who is killing Key West locals who have 
done harm to the island. 


Angel Baby: A Novel 

by Richard Lange 

The wife of a Mexican drug lord goes on 
the run hoping to find the daughter she 
abandoned in Los Angeles years ago. 


Back to Blood: A Novel 


by Tom Wolfe 

In multicultural Miami, Nestor, a police 
officer, and his girlfriend Magdalena are 
determined to leave their “Little Havana” 
neighborhood behind. 


The Beggar’s Opera 

by Peggy J. Blair 

Inspector Ricardo Ramirez, Head of 
the Havana Major Crimes Unit, has only 
72 hours to stop a young boy’s killer 
from escaping justice. 


Blood Makes Noise 

by Gregory Widen 

A CIA officer is ordered to raepon 
Eva Peron’s body from Argentina to 
Italy and back again. Based on 

true events. 


The Death of Fidel Pérez 

by Elizabeth Huergo 

Havana, 2003: After brothers Fidel and 
Rafael plummet from a balcony to their 
deaths, a rumor that “Fidel has fallen!” 
reawakens the city. 


+ Down the Rabbit Hole 


by Juan Pablo Villalobos 

Tochtli grows up motherless in a palace 
with hit men, prostitutes, dealers, 
servants, and the occasional corrupt 
politician; his father is a Mexican 

drug lord. 


EI Iluminado: A Graphic Novel 

by Ilan Stavans and Steve Sheinkin 
Professor Stavans himself plays 
detective as he investigates the death 
of a seminary student in Santa Fe 
while unearthing the city’s secret 
Jewish history. 





Elders: A Novel 

by Ryan Mcllvain 

Two Mormons, an American, and 

a Brazilian doing missionary work 

in Brazil, clash culturally and 
philosophically in ways that threaten 
their working relationship. 


* Everyone Leaves 

+ by Wendy Guerra 
Through diary entries, young Nieve 
Guerra reveals the intimate details of her 
turbulent family life in Castro’s Cuba. 


The Five Acts of Diego Leon: 

A Novel 

by Alex Espinoza 

In the late 1920s, a gifted and 
determined young man leaves Mexico 
to pursue his dreams in Hollywood. 


Julio’s Day 

by Gilbert Hernandez 

In this graphic novel, the major events 
of the 20th century are seen through 
the eyes of one man in a Hispanic 
community in the American Southwest. 


* Loteria: A Novel 
by Mario Alberto Zambrano 
An 11-year-old girl is in state custody 
and refusing to speak. Using Loteria, 
the Mexican version of Bingo, she tells 
her story. 


Malena: A Novel 

by Edgardo David Holzman 

During Argentina’s Dirty War, two rivals 
for one woman’s affection ultimately 
become allies in order to save her. 


+ Maya’s Notebook: A Novel 


by Isabel Allende 

From her refuge in Chile, a 19-year-old 
relates her self-destructive journey 

into sex, drugs, and delinquency after 
a tragic loss. 


Me, Who Dove into the Heart 

of the World: A Novel 

by Sabina Berman 

After living a feral childhood at her 
family’s Mexican estate, an autistic 
savant’s “different abilities” bring 
unexpected opportunities to develop 
her genius. 


Missing in Machu Picchu: A Novel 
by Cecilia Velastegui 

When four women, all burned from 
dating disasters, gather to hike the 
Andes, their climb turns menacing 

due to natural disasters and a 
megalomaniacal guide. 


Mundo Cruel: Stories 

by Luis Negron 

These nine stories set in small-town 
Puerto Rico convey the lives of 

the gay population as well as the 
larger community. 


+ My Fathers’ Ghost Is Climbing 


* 


in the Rain 

by Patricio Pron 

When a son returns home to Argentina 

to see his dying father, he discovers his 
father’s obsession with a local man who 
is one of the “disappeared.” 


appropriate for teens 
+ available in Spanish 





The Polish Boxer 

by Eduardo Halfon | 

A Guatemalan literature professor 

has a series of encounters with five 
individuals while on his journey toward 
self-discovery. 


+ The Secret Book of Frida Kahlo: 


* 


A Novel 

by F. G. Haghenbeck 

Based on Kahlo’s “Hierba Santa Book,’ 
this notebook of Day of the Dead 
recipes and memories re-imagines 

the artist's fascinating life and loves. 


Secuestro: A Novel 

by Katie Wainwright 

The teenage daughter of an American 
sugar company executive in Cuba is 
kidnapped during Batista’s reign by 
those loyal to revolutionary leader 
Fidel Castro. 


+ Ways of Going Home 


by Alejandro Zambra 

A Chilean author recalls his 
childhood under Pinochet's rule and 
tries to reconcile his parents’ role 
as sympathizers. 


Woes of the True Policeman 

by Roberto Bolafo 

Fleeing scandal, a university professor 
and his daughter move from Barcelona 
to Mexico’s ill-fated city of Santa Teresa. 
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